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CRC Workshop:  Long-term strategies of Competence Research Centres for durability

5 March 2008

Agenda

Institute for the Promotion of Innovation by Science and Technology in Flanders (IWT)

Bischoffsheimlaan 25

B-1000 Brussels

10.00
Registration and coffee

10.30
Welcome by Tania De Roeck
Chairman COMPERA Steering Committee/Director Collective Research and Technology Transfer of IWT

10.40
COMPERA: ERA-NET on Competence Research Centres - Frank Monteny
(COMPERA)

11.00
From 7up to Champagne? - Georg Stonawski
(VRVis - Centre for Virtual Reality and Visualisation Research, Austria)
After "7" years of build-"up" as a Kplus center in Austria and discontinuation of its most important program funding how VRVis does handle the new situation and which steps were done before to be prepared.
11.40
How to encourage innovation in a top region for logistics? – Alex Van Breedam
(Flanders' Institute for Logistics, Belgium)
Flanders is a top region for European distribution. However, the R&D budgets of logistics actors are extremely small or even non existent. Competition is very hard. How can you encourage logistic companies to join their efforts in order to innovate?

12.20
Lunch

13.20
CRC Margune, the Basque node in manufacturing - Xabier Maidagan
(Cooperative Research Centre in High Performance Manufacturing, Spain)
In the sixth year since its constitution, CIC marGUNE represents the whole Basque capabilities in the Research in Manufacturing. The Research activity of CIC marGUNE (performed by its Universities and Research Centres) is optimised by the driving action carried out by its Industrial members. Scientific Technical evaluating indicators validate the goodness of this way of work as a very good approach to face the competitive future.

14.00
From ships to chips – Godfrey Gaston (Institute for Electronics, Communications and Information Technologies, Northern Ireland)
This will look at the background funding to ECIT, the successes and challenges
of working in an academic environment yet running like a pseudo-business and models for sustainability going forward.

14.40
Centre for ECO2 - ECOnomical and ECOlogical - Vehicle Design - 
Peter Göransson (Centre for ECO2 - Vehicle Design, Sweden)
Going into its third year of operation the ECO2 competence centre is working
to build multi-dimensional lasting relationships - actively involving industry, government authorities and academia in the development and set-up, while conducting multi-disciplinary research focussed on future vehicle designs. In a distributed leadership model, new generations of academic leaders are given a unique opportunity to acquire experience and know-how. In a Think-tank set-up, actively involving all partners, the research focus and targets are jointly formulated and monitored.

15.00
Coffee

15.30
Interactive discussion led by Martin Hussey (Enterprise Ireland),
vice chairman of CREST working group on Competence Centres.

16.30
Conclusions

16.45
Drinks and further networking
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